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Volume I -  Early conference and executive reports of the           
           Labor Party in New South Wales
In the 1890s the trade union movement in New South Wales began a serious attempt to 
create something quite new – what we now recognise as a modern political party. 

Labor Pains is the documentary story of the early years of the Australian Labor Party, a 
developing and detailed narrative told from contemporary press reports. 

The debate on the party’s shape and future direction is uninhibited as leaders argue diverse 
points of view. Internal democracy ensures a remarkably consensual resolution of issues. 

The great political issues resonate a century later: racial stereotyping and immigration policy; 
free trade and protection; Australia’s role in imperial wars. 

Many of the debating topics have a similar, familiar, modern ring: branch stacking; rivalry between branch members 
and trade union delegates; tension between members of parliament and the extra-parliamentary party; clashes 
between idealism and political expediency. 

Labor Pains climaxes in 1905 when the Australian Labor Party becomes the main opposition party in the New South 
Wales Parliament. 

ISBN 978 1 86287 627 9 • HB • 536pp
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Volume II -   Early Conference and Executive Reports of the  
             Labor Party in New South Wales - 1906-1911

By the middle of the fi rst decade of the 20th Century the Labor Party in New South Wales 
(the Political Labor League) had become the offi cial Opposition in the NSW Parliament. Its 
leaders were confi dent that it could win offi ce within a short space of time. They were right; 
Labor won the 1910 State election, although only narrowly. 

This volume charts the preparation for that responsibility, with detailed policies for winning 
offi ce and governing being spelled out. It was a confi dent party preparing to accept the 
responsibilities of power. 

Tensions became evident as there seemed to be confl ict between the Federal and State 
parties especially about the transfer of industrial relations power to the Commonwealth. 

Members of the extra-parliamentary organization, especially the Australian Workers’ Union, were becoming impatient 
at the MPs insistence on moderating their demands for the sake of gaining offi ce. By 1911, with Labor in offi ce but 
not effectively in power, this impatience was threatening the unity of the party and the Government. 

ISBN 978 1 86287 696 5 • HB • 520pp

Now available:
• Individual Volumes rrp $66.00 or *Direct $60.00         

• Any two Volumes rrp $110.00
• Volumes I, II, III rrp $135.00
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Volume III -   Early Conference and Executive Reports of the  
   Labor Party in New South Wales - 1912-1917
This volume chronicles the increasing divisions inside the Labor Party that came to a head in 
the disastrous split in 1916 over conscription for overseas military service. The central fi gure 
of this era was William Holman, who became Premier in June 1913 when James McGowen 
retired from that offi ce. 

Before conscription became the central issue Holman had come to be heartily detested 
by many in the extra-parliamentary party, largely because of his refusal to do anything to 
abolish, or curb the power of, the Upper House. The AWU and its journal, The Australian 
Worker, led the criticism of Holman and his Government during these years. For a few years 
Holman’s superb political skills guaranteed his survival. 

However, by 1916 Holman’s enemies had organized a tightly disciplined modern faction, the ‘Industrial Section’, 
(later the ‘Industrial Vigilance Council’) to take control of the Executive and Conference and force policy changes 
on Holman. 

When the conscription issue reached a climax with the fi rst plebiscite ordered by Prime Minister Hughes, the party 
at Commonwealth and State level split. Both Hughes and Holman were expelled from the party, continuing in offi ce 
in new Nationalist administrations, leaving a factionalised Labor Party to begin the process of reconstruction.

                                    ISBN 978 1 86287 697 2 • HB • 560pp

Volumes I, II and III - A NSW Sesquicentenary of Responsible Government publication.


